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Structural Functionalism In-Class Activity: One Parent or Five Report
1. Based on Structural Functionalism, which family structure listed in the report should be optimal for procreating and socializing children? Theoretically, list three advantages that the family structure you chose has over others for the adults and children involved?
Based to structural functionalism, a four-and five- parent family is the most optimal for socializing and procreating. It involves getting children with around four to five gestational, legal, biological and social parents (P. 48). This family structure holds an advantage where even the single family parent can conceive a child from sperm donor. Secondly, a man can have two wives and get those children and they can co-parents with one of them. Thirdly, the child can rarely be an orphan since there are different ways of owing a children; socially, legally and biological.
2. Find the section on One-Parent Families.   Pick one subsection and list three advantages and three disadvantages of that family structure.
The advantages of a single mother by choices contain the following; first, the woman doesn’t have to wait to get a spouse to have a child. Secondly, one gets the affordable number children to give birth. Thirdly, the get their children whenever they want. However there are challenges of being a single mom; first, the parent gets to bring up the child alone. Secondly, parent can only afford few children due to decreased job opportunities.

3. Find the section on Two-Parent Families.   Pick one subsection and list three advantages and three disadvantages of that family structure.
Married mother and father: The advantages of married mother and father include; help one another in co-parenting. Secondary, if the parents are successful, the children will inherit and admire to be like their parents. Thirdly, this kind of family structure is considered healthy for a child to be brought in a complete family set up. The disadvantage is that, if one parent cohabited, similar thing is seen to m they depend on conceiving a child the old-fashionable way through an intercourse. Also, cohabitation leads to separation or the end of union (P. 28)
4. Find the section on Three-Parent Families.   Pick one subsection and list three advantages and three disadvantages of that family structure.
Polygamy: The advantages of polygamy include; help one another in co-parenting since the child can have more than one parent. Polygamy encourages pre-creation and continuation of life. Polygamy increases the chances of future leaders such that, the more children are born, the higher the possibility of having stubborn children. However, this polygamy practice is seemed to be practiced by the children when they grow up. Secondly, if the man is not rich financially, the family is likely to suffer poverty. Thirdly, polygamy increases the dangers of attracting infectious diseases.



5. Find the section on Four- and Five-Parent Families.   Pick one subsection and list three advantages and three disadvantages of that family structure.
Four-and five- parent family is the most optimal for socializing and procreating. This family structure holds an advantage where even the single family parent can conceive a child from sperm donor. Secondly, a man can have two wives and get those children and they can co-parents with one of them. Thirdly, the child can rarely be an orphan since there are different ways of owing a children; socially, legally and biological. However, the more a child has many parents, the more the chances of disagreements. Also, it encourages single parenting since a woman can conceive with a man’s presence.  Also, it encourages spread of infectious diseases.

6. Look at the textboxes on page 31. Speculate as to why professional research organizations were publically pro-two-biological-parents pre November 2003 and pro-same sex marriage post November 2003.
 This is because times have changed and due to increased divorces for those couples who have practices two-biological parents, so many people who have practiced same sex family live together for long time without separating.
7. Speculate as to how your family background may bias you against or in favor of particular findings in this report.
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the report, “Having a married mother and father is correlated with increased physical and mental health, as well as general life happiness, academic and intellectual performance, behavioral success at school, and graduation from college.” (P. 23). It is believed that children grow to be even more successful all linked to the background of the way they were brought up. I would agree with this since according to the life I have passed through, - from being brought up by both parents, I feel I could have missed a lot in terms of advice and resources from either of my parent. It was hard for both of them to be there as parents and at the same time, provide for the family. I wouldn’t want anyone to miss it.
8. What are two things you learned from this article/activity?
From the article, I have learnt that change of time comes with change of things and technology and if people don’t adjust to the present, they face problems. Also, it is healthier to bring up a child in a mother-father family set up to ensure the characters of this child are balanced.
